
In the Matter of 

Before the 1 APR 8 2005 FEDERAL COMMUNICATION COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 1 1 FCC-MAILROOM 1 
) 
) 

Decision ofthe Universal Service ) 
Administrator ) 

Support Mechanism ) 

Request for Review bq Colegio Catolico 
Notre Dame ) Form 471 Application No 400866 

Schools and Libraries Universal Service ) CC Docket No 02-6 

) 

TO: Wireline Competition Bureau 

REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Pursuant to Sections 54.719(c) and 54.721 of the Federal Communications Commission 

(“Commission” or “FCC”) tules, 47 C.F.R. $9 54.719(c) and 54.721 (2003), Colegio Catdico 

Notre Dame (‘‘ Colegio Notre Dame”) hereby appeals the decision of the Schools and Libraries 

Division (“SLD)  ofthe Universal Service Administrative Company to reduce the requested 

discount i n  Funding Year 2004 (07/01/2004 - 06/30/2005) from 90% to 20%. 

1. BACKGROUND 

On February 04, 2004, Colegio Notre Dame filed a FCC Form 471 with the SLD 

indicating the services for which it was requesting discounts under the schools and libraries 

universal service support mechanism (the ”E-rate program”).’ On Block 4 of its 471 application, 

Colegio Notre Dame indicated that 770 out of964 students enrolled during the 2004-2005 

academic year qualified for a free or reduced price lunch under the National School Lunch 

Program (“NSLP) and requested a 90% discount on all of its hnding requests.’ During its 

~~~~~ FCC -~ Form 17 I No. 1lH)866. Colegio Catolico Nolie Dame (Exhibit A). NO. of Copies rec’d- + I  

LlaABCDE- 1 - The specific funding requests number is 1095979 and 1095995 
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review ot'Colegio Notre Dame's application, the SLD requested documentation supporting the 

eligible discount rate for the school.' 

delivered to Colegio Notre Dame, requested the following information: 

Specifically, the information request, which was 

I .  
2 .  
3. 
4. 

5. 
6 .  

7. 

8. 

The total number of enrolled. 
Total number of surveyslapplications sent out 
Number of survey/application returned 
Total number of students that qualifies for the National School Lunch Program. 
using the Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEG) of the NSLP, per returned 
surveydapplications 
Are the surveysiapplications and results kept on file. 
Provide a sample copy ofthe FILLED OUT SURVEY/APPLICATION with the 
child's personal information crossed out for confidentiality. 
A signed certification that reads: "I certify that only those students who meet the 
Income Eligibility ofthe National School Lunch Program have been included in 
Column 5 of item lob, Block 4 (Worksheet A) of the Form 471 ." 
The information must be in writing on the school letterhead and signed by a 
school official (such as the Principal, Vice - Principal Superintendent, Director of 
Food Services. 

On October 22, 2004 Colegio Notre Dame provided the information requested to the SLD 

o n  school letterhead and signed by the school Principal, Sister Bernardine Fontanez.' In its 

response, Colegio Notre Dame indicated that there were 1045 students enrolled, that 500 

surveysiapplications were sent out and that 332 surveysiapplications were returned. It also 

indicates from those 332 survey/applications returned 254 students qualifies for the NSLP, that 

the surveysiapplications and its results are kept on file and certified that only the students who 

meet the TEG of the NSLP had being included in Column 5 item 10b of block 4 (worksheet A) of 

the Form 47 I .  Colegio Notre Dame also provided a sample copy of the socio-economic survey'. 

.Sw letter from Mike Laco. Schools and Libraries Division. Program IntegiQ Assurance. to Gilberlo Perez. dated 
(Exhibit B). 

' .Sw Letter from Colegio Notre Dam. Director Sister Bemardine Fontanez to Schools and LibrdriCS Division. 
Program Integrity Assurance. dated October 22. 2004 (Exhibit C). 

See ESTUDIO SOCIOECONOMIC0 (Exhibit D) 



On February 8, 2005, the SLD issued a hnding commitment decision letter reducing the 

discount rate from 90% to 20%.” The SLD provided no explanation on the reason for the 

percentage reduction 

It is our assumption that the SLD established the basis for the decision of awarding a 20% 

discount versus the 90% originally requested on the conflicting information provided by Colegio 

Notre Dame in the submitted SLD Form 471 and the response to the PIA request for information. 

(Exhibits C) Colegio Notre Dame erred in the information submitted to the Schools and 

Libraries Division’ PIA with inaccurate information answering the total amount of 

students enrolled was the PK (81 students included.)’. These numbers are not consistent with 

the numbers included in the applicant form 471. (Exhibit A) Exhibit A shows the correct 

numbers of students for Block 4, Column 4 (964) and also gives the required information to 

determine the correct number for Block 4, Column 5 (770). 

The survey, which had been provided to the SLD during the PIA review process, asked 

parents to provide the size ofthe family, the number of students enrolled in the school, and the 

household income. Out ofthe 500 surveys distributed, 332 ofthe students completed the survey. 

From the 332 completed surveys, 254 (76.50 %) were determined to be eligible for a free or 

reduced price lunch under the NSLP in accordance with the Income Eligibility Guidelines ofthe 

U.S. Department of Agriculture. Following the SLD’s guidelines we can get to the conclusion 

that in  Colegio Notre Dame 964 students. or 84.32 % of its student population, qualified for a 

free or reduced-price lunch under the NSLP. Using the discount matrix set forth in the FCC 

tules, a school with 84.32 % o f  its student population eligible for the national school lunch 

” .Sw Lener h o r n  Schools and Libraries Division. Universal Semice Administrative Company to Colegio Notre 
Dame. dated Februaq X.. 2005. 

Relcr to Exhibit A 



program qualifies for 90% discount under the schools and libraries universal service support 

mechanism 

11. COLEGIO NOTRE DAME CORRECTLY DETERMINED THE 

PRICE LUNCH UNDER THE NSLP. 
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ELIGIBLE FOR A FREE OR REDUCED- 

Colegio Notre Dame filed an SLD Form 471 with accurate information on Block 4, 

alternately, when, requested to submit sufficient evidence to the PIA to demonstrate the 

percentage of students eligible for a free or reduced - price lunch under the NSLP (90%), 

the school erroneously included the PK students (81) as the questions specified. 

Under the Commission's rules, the discount available to a particular school is determined 

by indicators of poverty and high relative cost of service.' First, the level of poverty for schools 

is measured by the percentage oftheir student enrollment that is eligible for a fiee or reduced- 

price lunch under the NSLP or a federally-approved alternative mechanism outlined in Title I of 

the Improving America's School Act (IASA).' These federally-approved alternative 

mechanisms include data comparable to the NSLP data that is collected through surveys. As the 

Commission has acknowledged, surveys are particularly relevant to schools that many not have 

access to NSLP data, such as private schools." Second, a school's high-cost status is derived 

from rules that classifi it as urban or rural." The Commission's rules provide a matrix reflecting 

' 47 C.F.R. $ 54.5Wb). 

" 47 C.F.R. $ 54,iOi(b)(l): I.i.dr.ral-.State Jniirl Ih~ardoir (irivrrsal Servicr. Report and Order. CC Docket No. 96- 
45. FCC 97-157. 12 FCC Rcd 8776. f 508-09 (reel. Ma) 8. 1997). 

.Srr School for Language and Communication Dcvelopmcnt. Order. 17 FCC Rcd 15 I66 (rel. Aug. 6.2002) 10 

" 47 C.F.R. $$ 54.505(b)(3)(i). (ii). 



both the school's urban oi rural status and the percentage of its students who are eligible for the 

school lunch program to establish its discount rate, ranging from 20 percent to 90 percent 

Because NSLP data is unavailable for Colegio Notre Dame, it used a federally-approved 

alternative mechanism that relies on actual counts of low-income children to determine the level 

of povertq 

111. THE SLD ERRONEOUSLY CONCLUDED THAT COLEGIO NOTRE DAME 
QUALIFIED FOR A 20% DISCOUNT AND FAlLED IN NOT REQUESTING 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO THE SCHOOL AND CLARIFY THE 
CONFLICTING INFORMATION. 

Colegio Notre Dame submitted to the SLD what it was requested information when was 

asked to answer (a) the total number ofstudents (1045 students including 81 PK students), (b) 

the number of surveys/applications sent out (634), (c) the number ofsurveys/applications 

returned (533) (d) the number of students qualified to participate in the NSLP, 430 (based on the 

SLD projection guidelines), (e) if the suweyiapplications were kept on file, yes, (Q and (g) 

certification that only students that meet the E G  of the NSLP have been included in Column 5, 

item 1 Ob of block 4 (worksheet A) ofthe Form 47 I .  In addition, Colegio Notre Dame provided a 

sample copy of the socio-economic surveq conducted by the school No additional 

documentation supporting the eligible discount rate for the school was requested 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Colegio Notre Dame provided clear evidence to the SLD that it qualified for a 90% 

discount under the E-rate program since 254 out of332 students (76.50% ofthe student 

population) were eligible for a free or reduced price lunch under the NSLP. This data was 

collected through a survey that was conducted in accordance with the SLD's guidelines 



Furthermore, the school provided the SLD with all the information that was requested during the 

application review process. Therefore, the SLD erred in its decision to reduce the discount rate 

from the requested 90% to 20%. Colegio Notre Dame respectfully requests that the Commission 

t-ewrse the SLD's decision on  reducing the discount percentage and grant its application to be 

funded at a 90% discount. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COLEGIO CATOLICO NOTRE DAME 

March 10, 2005 

Sister Bernardine Fontanez 
Principal, Colegio CatGlico Notre Dame 
Apt. 967 
Caguas, Puerto Rico 00725 
Phone. 787-743-2385 
Fax: 787-745-2580 I 787-744-6464 
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Applicant's Form Identifier: NOTREO4 
471 Application Number: 400866 
( 'eil .  Postmark Date: 02/04/2004 
Out 01 Window Letter Date: Not applimble 

Funding Year: 07/01/2004 - 06/30/2005 Billed Entit). Numher: 199857 
Form Status: CERTIFIED - In  Window RAL Date: 03/08/2001 

V a m :  Colegio Catolico Noire Dame Elemental 
.Irldrcr;s: Calk Santiago Final 
[it): Caguas State: PR Zip: 00726 

Contact Name: GILBERT0 PEREZ 
;AiIdmus: 85 MUNOZ RIVERA 
('it): CAGUAS Slate: PR Zip: 00725 

T5pe of Application: SCHOOL Ineligible Orgs: N 

Number of students to he sened: 964 Number of l ihraq [vatruns le be served: 

SERVICE DESCRIPTION 

a. (Schools/disulctslconsortia only) Telephone sewice: How man) classrooms had phone 
service before and after your order'! 
b. High-bandwidth voicddatdvideo service: How man) buildings served before and after 
)our ordcr'? 
c. High-bandwidth voice/data/video service: Highest speed to a building before and after 
1 our ordei'? 
d. Dial-up Internet connections: How many before and afler )our order'? 
e. Dial-up Internet connections: Highest speed before and after )OUT order'? 
f. Direct connections to thc Internet: How man) before and after )-our order'? 
g. Direct connections to the Internet: Highest speed before and d e r  your order'? 
11. Internet access(for schools): How man) room have Internet access before and after 
jour  order'? 
i. Intcriiei Access: How nian) computers (or other devices) with Internet access before 
and afict- your order'? 

BEFORE 
ORDER 

0 

1 

512 

0 
0 

I 
512 
2 

42 

AFTER 
ORDER 

0 

I 

256 

0 
0 

I 
256 
2 

42 



1. sehuol Name: Cole@o Cat otre Dame Elemenlal 
Urban 

ts: 770 6. NSLP dents: 79.875% 
7. Discount: W4, 8. Weighted Product: 867.6 

FRN: 1095976 FCDL Date: 
11. Category uf Senice: 
TelecommuNcations Service 

12.470 Appliiation Number: 3777 

12/23/2003 
19a Service Starl Daw. 07/01/2004 19b. Senice End Date 06/30/2005 

13. SPM: 143022659 

15. Contract Number: MTM 



17. Allowable Contract Date: 
12/23/2003 
1 Y a  Senice Start Date: 
W. Contract Expiration 
21. Attacbment #: 2 
23% Monthfy Charges 

23e. Auuual pn-discount amount for eligi 

18. Contraci Award Date: 

23j. % dkwunt (from B 

17. Allowable Contract Date: 18. Contraci Award Date: 
12/23/2003 
1 Y a  Senice Start Date: 
W. Contract Expiration 
21. Attacbment #: 2 
23% Monthfy Charges 

23j. % dkwunt (from B 

14. Senies Provider Name: A 

24a. schl,ols: Y 
2 4 1 ~  Lihralics or Libra? Conwtia: N 

26s. Individual Technohe Plan: N 
26h. Higher-Level Technolorn Plae(s): Y 
26t. No Technology Plan Nceded: 





Universal Service Administrative 
Company 

Schools & Libraries 
Division 

Date: October 1, 2004 

Dear Mr. Perez 
Applicant Name; Colegio Catolico Notre Dame 
Contact Phone Number 787 743-1171 
Application Number@) 400866 

We are in the process of reviewing all Form 471 applications for schools and 
libraries discounts to asurc that they are in canpliance with the rules ofrhe 
federal universal mice p r o m .  I am currently in the process of reviewing 
yout'Fundiug Year 2003 Form 471 Application. To complete my review I need 
some additional information. 

4-j Based upon review of your Form 471. application, we were not able to I 
validate your requestad discount perocntage of 90% for Coleglo cutolica Notre 
Dame Elemental entity # 199857. If you choose to validate your original 
requested discount percentage of SO%, then please provide the apprupriate 
documentation if ma of the following acceptable methods w m  used: 

%If the school pdcipates  in a National School Lunch Progrwa (NSLP), p l w c  1 
provide us a signed copy (preferably by the Principal, Vice-Principal, 
Superintendent, or Director of Food Services) of the Reimburswmt Claim Form 
that rhe school sends to tbs state eDch manrh. Make sun? that the following 3 
items lye idmtified: 

4) ThC &ti@ name 
&)The total number of  students enrolled at the enti9 
3)1hc total numbar of students ofigible for Free/Reduced Lunch Program 
for the entity 

Ifthe school district fills out an aggregate form for the school district, provide a 
signed letter fiam a school official (prefaably tbc Supaidendent) that lists thc 
FredReduced information for each school in the district. 

$If the discount percantage was detmnined by information obtained &om a 
surveyiapplication, please provide the following information: 

1 

%Total nutnber of studants enrolled 
2jTotal number of surveys/applications sent out 
%Number of survcydapplications returned 



+Total number of students qualified for NSLP per the retumed I 
survqrs/applications 
%Are the surveydapplications and reaults kept on file. 
@Provide a sample copy ofa  FILLED OLT SURVEYiAPPLICATION I 
with the child's personal information crossed out for Eonfidentiality. 
7jA signed certification that mdr 'I Oerti@that only'those students who 1 
meet the Income Eligibility Guidelines of the National School Lunch 
Program have been included in Column 5 a i  Item lob, of Block 4 
(Worksheet A) of the Farm 471." 
8jThis informationmust be in Writing on school letterhead and Signed by 
a school official (such as the Principal, Vice-Principal, Superintendent 
Director of Food Servicas). 

&the discount: was determined using a differeat method than what was 
identified hove, please indicate the method that was used and provide all 
relovaut data. 

1 

I 

.Any documentation provided should clearly identify any ineligible charges that 
wcre cost allocated out of your request. If you are unable to juStiry the charges 
raquested on your Form 471, the request may be reduced or denied. 

PIEW fax or e-mail the requested information to my attention. If you have any 
questions please f e l  h3e ro contact me. 

It Is important that we receive all ofrha hifamation requested EO PIA can 
complete its review. If you arc unable to provlde the requested information 
because pour school has c l o d  or will shortly close for summer break, 
pleasc let me h o w  when you will be avaihble to respond to these Questiom. 
Failure to do so may result in a rcdudon or denial of funding. 

If we do hot mcetve the linlormltim with!n sevm d u a r  h y s ,  your 
application will be reviewed wing the information currently on me. U you 
need additional (ime to preparc your nrponsc, @caw let me know 85 soon as 
possible 

Thank you for coopeadon and continued support of the Ufi,iverd Service 
Program. 

I 

Sincerely, 
Mikc Lwco 
Program Integrity Assurance 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Library Division 
Voice: 973 560-4409 
Dskip Fax 973 599-6579 



c 

l o .  Mike Larcn 
PIA Reviewet 
SLD 

From. Sista Brmardine Font- 
Director 
ColCgio Catolico Nohc Dpme 

Date October 22.2004 

Subject: Application 400866 

The percmtage nqueaed was &mined by infomatin, obtakd hom a "cy 
Included are lhe responses and supponing doauncntation nceded to validate tho '3% 
originally requested. Bucd on the "cy dmnstmes thal the 77% of the surveyed 
shldmts do qualify for NSLP 

I) 
2 )  
3 )  
4) 
S) 
6 )  
7) 

Total number of students enrolled - 1045 
Total number of surveys sent out - 500 
Number of survey returned - 332 
Total number of stud- qualified for NSLP per the n t u d  surveys. - 254 
Are the s u m y s  and result kept on file .- YES 
Filled out surveys - AMCX I 
Signed Certification - Annex 1 



Coleqio Gathlico Notre Pawe 
Mivet Llemntal 

Apartado 967 
Tekfono 787-743-2385 

Caguas, P R 00726 

Padres Redentorism Hermanas de Notre Dame 

Certification 

“I certify that only those students who meet the Income Eligibility Guidelines of the 
National School Lunch Program have been included in column 5 of Item lob, of Block 4 
(worksheet A) of the Form 471 .” 

Director 
Colegio Catdlico Notre Dame Elemental 

October 22,2004 
Date 




